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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

The "Statement of Reasons for Allowance" included at page 2 of the Notice of 
Allowability dated December 6, 2002, characterizes the invention in terms of 
independent Claim 1 but makes no mention of independent Claim 4. Therefore, the 
Statement mischaracterized the invention in unduly narrow terms inconsistent with 
the actual allowed claim language. Accordingly, an expanded Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance consistent with the actual language of both Claims 1 and 4 is in order 
and is respectfully requested. 
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